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Portland Event and the Election
Commentary for October 16, 2012 — A Plug and Rewrite

I want to notify everyone in the Portland, Oregon area about a meeting where | will present a
lecture titled “The Location of the Jerusalem Temples and King David’'s Tomb.” First, | will
discuss the incorrect site of Jerusalem’s Jewish Temples. Then the presentation will focus on
the correct location of the Temples.

Those were the temples built by King Solomon, rebuilt by Zerubbabel, reconstructed and
expanded by King Simon the Hasmonean, and additionally expanded by King Herod in the
time of Jesus. Once you know the proper site of the Temples, then the location of the Tomb
of King David of Israel can be determined. Historical indications are that the body is still in
the Tomb in the city of Jerusalem, and has been for almost 3,000 years.

This event will take place on Saturday, November 3, 2012, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at
the Beaverton Resource Center, 12500 SW Allen Blvd., in the city of Beaverton, Oregon.
This lecture is FREE. Here is a map (PDF) of the location of the presentation:
www.beavertonoregon.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/855.

Reprint-Rewrite of October 7, 2004 Commentary, “God’s Vote Counts”

The rest of this article is a rewrite of a Commentary | wrote before the 2004 United States
Presidential election. The principles contained there are still applicable today. It is important
for all of us to do our duty as citizens of the country in which we live. If our political system
allows us to vote, we should do so because people should have a voice in self-rule when God
allows for us to have it (Romans 13:1-7).

If you have the freedom to do so, | encourage you to vote. Nevertheless, however the
electorate of the United States votes, it all means little as to who will be President of the
United States. What counts is what God wants. What matters is the person who God selects
to lead a country, and how long He allows that man to lead or rule. In reality, | believe we
should all vote, even though only God’s vote counts.

God’s Vote for King Saul

In First Samuel chapter 8, Samuel, the last judge of Israel, was approaching the end of his
life. His sons were disreputable. (Perhaps Samuel thought that the judgeship of Israel should
become hereditary.) The people demanded a king like other nations (1 Samuel 8:4-5).

“And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for
yourselves; but YHWH will not answer you in that day.”

¢ 1 Samuel 8:18, Revised Standard Version
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The Greek Old Testament translation of 1 Samuel 8:18 adds this phrase to the end of the
Hebrew verse: “... because you have chosen to yourselves a king.” The people did not
choose a particular king, but they chose to have a king rather than YHWH, and YHWH allowed
them to do so. He told Samuel to listen to them and do as they wish (1 Samuel 8:7, 9, 22).

e The people chose (voted) to have a king other than YHWH.
¢ YHWH then chose which person would be the first selected king of Israel.

“And Samuel said to all the people, ‘See you him whom YHWH has chosen, that
there is none like him among all the people’? And all the people shouted, and
said, ‘God save the king.” Then Samuel told the people the manner of the king-
dom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before YHWH.* And Samuel sent all
the people away, every man to his house.”

e 1 Samuel 10:24-25

God’s Vote for Nebuchadnezzar

In history there has been only one man who was a true “world ruler.” That was Nebuchad-
nezzar, King of the Neo-Babylonian empire which encompassed the entire known world at
that time.? We should read carefully in the Bible what Nebuchadnezzar did and what Nebu-
chadnezzar said. He was a type of the coming world ruler, the antichrist. In a past Commen-
tary | noted the point made by Nebuchadnezzar, the “ruler of the world,” when he wrote to
his subjects in a world-wide proclamation; it comprises the entire 4" chapter of the Book of
Daniel. In that chapter Nebuchadnezzar told Daniel the details of a second profound dream
he had. Nebuchadnezzar tells some of the words he heard in his prophetic dream:

“Let his [Nebuchadnezzar’s] heart be changed from man's, and let a beast’s heart
be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him. This matter is by the
decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the
intent that the living may know that the most High rules in the kingdom of men,
and gives it to whomsoever he will, and sets up over it the basest of men.”

e Daniel 4:16-17

This passage makes it clear that God, “the most High,” selects rulers and governors — and
selects them for whatever reason he sees fit, and to “whomsoever He will.” God “voted” for
Nebuchadnezzar and His decisions were, according to this passage, carried out by “the
watchers,” whoever they are. Note that the last statement of Daniel 4:17 does not only

! The phrase “laid it up before YHWH?” with regard to a writing document is the same phrase used to
indicate what the priests were to do with the pot of manna (Exodus 16:33-34), and the copy of the
Law given to Moses. They were to place it in the ark of the covenant, with the law (Deuteronomy
31:26) and later found (2 Kings 22:8-11; 2 Chronicles 34:14-15). So the people of Israel voted to
have a King. God selected that first king, who would be Saul from the tribe of Benjamin.

See my February 9, 2004 Commentary, “The First King of Israel” which discusses who the first
human king of Israel was, and it was not King Saul. However, that king was not selected by God.
2 It is possible that King David wanted to “organize” the world to his righteous rule, which was why he
was so insistent on having Joab do a census of Israel. He desired to know Israel’s military capacity to
rule the world. God had other ideas and He put a quick stop to that idea (2 Samuel chapter 24 and 1
Chronicles chapter 21), punishing David and Israel with a plague.
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relate to Nebuchadnezzar, but it relates to other rulers throughout history as well. It may in
fact refer to most rulers of nations throughout history. It applies to rulers today. Although
Nebuchadnezzar was the primary referent of “the basest of men,” it is highly likely — no
matter how congenial or friendly or honest or open to the people — that the leaders of your
country (and mine) are also “the basest of men.”

By the way, Nebuchadnezzar was elected by his people. After his father died Nebuchadnezzar
rose to inherit the throne. His ascension to the throne was approved (voted on) by the noble
families of the empire. The nobles, in a sense, represented the common free people of the
Babylonian Empire. However, once he took the throne, Nebuchadnezzar ruled with an iron
fist. He was a butcher of men. Perhaps we should consider ourselves blessed when our “base”
leaders (as God terms them) perform even some good acts. As we near the end times hope-
fully laws still somewhat restrict our rulers as much as they restrict the ruled.

The King’s Heart

God not only chooses which men rule nations, but God also chooses how a man will rule or
govern, and even influences the decisions a man makes. The best examples, of course, are
the decisions of Pharaoh and the Egyptians before the Israelite departure from Egypt (Exodus
4:18-14:31, Psalm 105:23-25). The most important of them were God’s decisions, often
contrary to Pharaoh’s own natural inclinations. Proverbs explains how this is done:

“The king's heart is in the hand of YHWH, as the rivers of water: he [God] turns it
whithersoever he will. Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but YHWH
ponders the hearts.”

e Proverbs 21:1-2

God changed Nebuchadnezzar’s heart from the heart of a man to a heart of a beast (Daniel
chapter 4). Nebuchadnezzar had the heart or the personality of an ox for 7 years, eating
grass. He remained that way until God changed his heart back to the heart of a man.
Proverbs 21:2 must be considered in light of verse 1. Both talk about God’s relationship to
the hearts of men. Clearly the rulers of this earth are subject to whatever changes God
makes in their decisions to change the course of events. As always, subtle changes can have
large effects. Young’s Literal Translation shows the proper emphasis from the Hebrew:

“Rivulets of waters is the heart of a king in the hand of YHWH, Wherever He
pleases He inclines it. Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, And YHWH is
pondering hearts.”

e Proverbs 21:1-2, Young’s Literal Translation
The illustration being used here is that of small irrigation channels being directed so that a
slight change in the flow of water is directed to greatly affect and benefit one field over

another at the whim of the farmer.

You can read about other examples of God’s directing the heart at Ezra 7:27—-28 and Revela-
tion 17:17. Sometimes God allows us to harden our hearts. Sometimes He Himself hardens
hearts. See my Commentary, “The Callousness of the Heart.”
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God’s Intervention

The man elected on November 6, 2012 will, God willing, take power in January 2013 to lead
and govern the most powerful nation in the world for the next four years. Remember too that
if God wishes to intervene He could cause events to happen so that neither major candidate
would take office. Or, the winner could be prevented from taking office after the election. Or,
perhaps God will not allow the winner to serve out his full term of office. Remember that God
is in charge. God has total control of events.

God’s Election ... of You

By the way, your position is much higher than that of any king, more than a Prime Minister or
a President. Never forget this point. God has already intervened in and directed your life so
that you will inherit the universe. With that in mind, you should live and act according to the
dignity that God expects from you so that you are worthy of your future and present situation
— seated legally with Christ at the right hand of God the Father. In fact, this is the message
of the writings of the apostles written after the revelation of “the Mystery,” how to live
properly knowing your position in the world and the world to come. The Gospel of John, the
epistles of 2 Peter, Romans (particularly the last chapter), Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,
Hebrews, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon all contain about one-half to two-thirds of
their total words on how to live as a Christian in freedom. We seem limited in power, yet we
have tremendous responsibilities to study, learn, understand and to act wisely toward those
who do not yet know God’s future salvation of themselves and the world. However, one area
we have full authority and approval from God to act is that we have the power to pray:

“l exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, pravers, intercessions, and

aiving of thanks, be made for all men; Eor kings, and for all that are in authority;
[why?] that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior.”

e 1 Timothy 2:1-3

Is it not interesting that Paul instructed Timothy to pray “for kings and for all that are in
authority”? Paul knew that God chose “the basest of men.” Nonetheless he recommended
prayer so that God may influence those governors to give general peace to our surroundings
rather than chaos. In regard to you and your situation God has already voted. He has voted
for you. He has already acted and chosen you individually — by lottery — to know the full
truth of God, “the Mystery” (Romans 16:25; Ephesians 1:9, 3:3f, 9, 6:19; Colossians 1:26,
2:2, 4:3; 1 Timothy 3:9, 16; Revelation 10:7). Use that knowledge to gain understanding.

Combine that knowledge and understanding to act with wisdom in all your life’s endeavors.
Above all, as Peter, John, and Paul say, repeating Jesus strong admonition: “love one
another” (John 13:34ff, 15:12, 17; 1 Peter 1:22; 3:8; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11ff; 2 John
1:5; Romans 12:10, 13:8; Galatians 5:13; Ephesians 4:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 4:9; and
Hebrews 10:24). It was for that purpose you were elected by God. That is your service to
God and to one another.
David Sielaff
david@askelm.com
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